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CINEMA 
SOMMELIER

For those of us who have watched both 
Frozen and now Frozen II at the pleading 
of our children (or grandchildren) again, 
and then yet again, it is likely our 
experiences are similar. Sure, why not, 
nothing beats screen time and treats with 
the kiddos! Except, when we find ourselves 
enthralled, and ultimately turning our 
heads before watery eyes spill over and 
those kiddos are saying, “What’s wrong 
Poppa?” The answer is nothing is wrong, 
and Disney has gotten it right, again. That 
old Disney magic, with characters who 
come alive and musical storytelling and 
cinematic art, rides right into our hearts. 
So, cuddle up with the family and take a 
little trip to the “Wonderful World of 
Disney” again. And then again! 

A Message from 
The Cinema 
Connoisseur

Frozen II

https://www.kaleidescape.com/movie-store/movie/frozen-2-2019
https://www.kaleidescape.com/movie-store/movie/frozen-2-2019


All movies featured are available for purchase from the Kaleidescape movie store.
All copyrights, trademarks, and logos are the property of their respective owner.
Theater image courtesy of Paradise Theater.
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Frozen II Comes of Age 
With More Musical Magic  
& Delicious Visual Eye Candy
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Gad aims to strike this balance in his 
performance. He maintains the character's 
endearing innocence while infusing him with 
newfound wisdom and curiosity. While the 
other characters are dealing with the 
consequences of both their own actions as well 
as previous generations, Gad plays the comic 
relief and poignant observer, offering the 
audience both humorous takes as well as 
existential reflections. This evolution mirrors 
the film's broader approach: retaining magical 
elements that captivated audiences in the 
original while exploring deeper, more mature 
themes.

Kaleidescape 
Curator Notes
Frozen II faced the daunting challenge of 
following up a worldwide phenomenon, and 
Josh Gad's portrayal of Olaf serves as a 
perfect metaphor for the sequel's approach. 
Olaf matures from a naive snowman to a 
more self-aware character grappling with 
existential questions as he ages into a 
teenager, much like the young fans of the first 
movie. The film itself evolves offering 
audiences something familiar yet more 
complex.

©2019 Disney

https://cinema-connoisseur.com/


The music is presented beautifully, 
and the Bernstein music has never 
sounded better between Gustavo 
Dudamel and the way the movie is 
put together by Spielberg. You 
believe the characters are singing 
within the world of that movie. And a 
lot of effort went into making that 
happen with the sound quality, the 
way they recorded, the 
synchronization of their performances. 
Only a handful of moments in West 
Side Story were recorded on the set. 
Sometimes you can do that. Most of 
them are recorded in the studio and 
then replace the singing recorded on 
set. And you don't notice it. Because it 
feels real, you're into the story. You 
feel what the characters are feeling. 
Because of that alone, West Side 
Story does it as well as any musical 
has ever done it.” 

- GARY RYDSTROM
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The sequel's success in this regard is 
particularly noteworthy given the immense 
pressure it faced. As Gad noted, "It is very 
diƗcult, if not impossible, to point to a 
musical sequel... that comes anywhere near 
the quality and caliber of the music in the 
original film." Yet, Frozen II manages to 
deliver songs and action sequences that are 
as memorable as its predecessor.

Frozen II's approach to sequel making, as 
exemplified by Gad's nuanced performance 
and the film's overall execution, offers a 
masterclass in how to satisfy existing fans 
while attracting new ones. It demonstrates 
that growth and familiarity can coexist, 
creating an experience that feels both 
comfortingly recognizable and excitingly 
fresh.

“What I loved about the sequel from 
the perspective of the opportunities 
I had as a performer is I got to grow 
Olaf so that he was no longer a naive 
newborn but now entering 
adolescence. And, you know, an 
element of curiosity that is really ripe 
for comedic opportunity. That, to me, 
was really fun.” 
 
- JOSH GAD

CINEMA SOMMELIER
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Riesling, much like the first Frozen franchise, 
ages well, and the sequel seeks to extend the 
first movie’s legacy with maturing themes of 
aging, regret, responsibility and growing up. 
An aged Riesling, one with a decade or two 
under its belt, is an excellent pairing for 
Frozen II with its sweetness to remind you of 
the first movie and the tart acidity to match 
the sourness that comes with learning tough 
life lessons as you age. Plus it will pair well 
with popcorn and other child-friendly foods. 

When to Consume:  
Aged Riesling screams to be sipped slowly. 
The wine will go through a transformation 
during the movie’s run time, and you’ll 
experience many different sensations and 
flavors with each swirl. 
 

Preferred Pairing: German Riesling 
 
Riesling is beloved by wine geeks for its 
affordability, ability to age for decades and 
exceptional skill at pairing with a wide 
variety of foods, from delicate fish to spicy 
Indian and Thai dishes.  
 
In Germany, where Riesling originates, the 
bottles are grouped into three main levels 
based on the ripeness of the grapes used to 
make the wine. Kabinett is the lightest, drier 
variety; Spätlese, meaning “late harvest,” 
made with riper grapes; and Auslese, a 
“select harvest” made with only the ripest 
grapes. 
 
These wines are very expressive and, 
depending on their region and style, can 
display notes of tart fruits such as green 
apple and lime to lush flavors of apricots and 
lemon custard. Young versions might have a 
hint of flint, while older bottles often develop 
a petrol aroma (in a good way!). 
 

©2019 Disney

Label: Frozen II
Producer: Disney
Winemakers: Chris Buck, Jennifer Lee 
Varietal: Animated, Comedy, Adventure, 
Family
Year: 2019
Rating: PG-13 
Source: Kaleidescape Strato V (Dolby 
Atmos, 4K, HDR) 
Fermentation: 1 hour 43 minutes 

https://cinema-connoisseur.com/
https://www.kaleidescape.com/movie-store/movie/frozen-2-2019


Typical of other animated Disney movies, 
Frozen 2 is a stunning visual and auditory 
experience, designed to showcase the 
capabilities of high-end home systems. The 
film's animation is wonderful, with lush, vibrant 
landscapes that range from the autumnal 
hues of the enchanted forest to the icy, 
crystalline beauty of Elsa's magical realm. The 
attention to detail in the textures, lighting and 
movement creates a sense of depth and 
realism immersing viewers in the world of 
Arendelle and beyond.

The sound design is equally impressive, with 
Dolby Atmos creating a rich, spatial audio 
experience that envelops viewers. The film's 
musical numbers, composed by Kristen 
Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez, are a 
highlight, with songs like "Into the Unknown" 
and "Show Yourself" featuring powerful vocals 
and intricate orchestration that fill the room 
with sound. The use of spatial audio is 
particularly effective during these sequences, 
as the music and effects move dynamically 
around the listener.
 

Frozen II, like a well-aged Riesling, builds on 
its predecessor's foundation while introducing 
more complex and mature flavors. The story 
unfolds three years after the events of the first 
film with Elsa, Anna, Kristoff, Olaf and Sven 
living peacefully in Arendelle. However, Elsa 
begins to hear a mysterious voice calling to 
her, leading the group on a journey to an 
enchanted forest to uncover the truth about 
their kingdom's past and the source of Elsa's 
powers. 
 
The plot is a blend of adventure, mystery and 
self-discovery as the characters confront their 
fears, grapple with the responsibilities of 
adulthood and learn to embrace change. The 
narrative is layered with themes of 
environmentalism, indigenous rights and the 
importance of understanding history, making 
it a more nuanced and thought-provoking 
experience than the original. The journey is 
filled with emotional highs and lows, much like 
the sweet and tart notes of a well-aged 
Riesling, culminating in a satisfying and 
poignant conclusion.
 
 

Body of Work
CINEMA SOMMELIER
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The sound effects are meticulously crafted, 
from the rustling of leaves in the forest to the 
crackling of ice as Elsa uses her powers. 
Sound designer Odin Benitez expanded on 
Elsa's signature sounds from the first film, 
adding more size and weight to match the 
sequel's grander scale. The mix of ambient 
sounds, dialogue and music is well balanced, 
providing clear and distinct spatial elements 
even during the most action-packed scenes. 
The result is an audio-visual experience that is 
both immersive and emotionally resonant. 

Frozen II builds on the success of its 
predecessor while exploring deeper, more 
mature themes. The film's animation, catchy 
songs and immersive sound design make it an 
engaging experience, no matter the age of 
the viewer. The story is both heartwarming 
and thought-provoking, with a perfect balance 
of sweetness and acidity that mirrors the 
complexity of a well-aged Riesling.
 
For fans of the original, Frozen 2 offers a 
satisfying continuation of the story, with plenty 
of callbacks and familiar characters, while 
also introducing new elements that keep the 
narrative fresh and engaging. The film's 
exploration of themes like change, 
responsibility and the passage of time adds 
depth and resonance, making it a rewarding 
experience whether you’re watching it for the 
first time or replaying it again per your child’s 
request. Be sure to enjoy the movie with your 
perfect pairing of a glass of Riesling as you 
settle into the magic of Arendelle in the 
comfort of your own home theater.

At the tender age of five, Josh discovered the 
impact of comedy while sitting in an audience. "I 
loved the power of making people laugh, making 
people feel something," he reminisces. "Cinema 
had a real influence on me as a kid."
 
Now in the process of building a private home 
cinema with the help of  Paradise Theater, Josh 
shares, "It’s a personal thrill and joy, but it also 
happens to be something that I can similarly 
utilize for what I do for a living." Emphasizing the 
project’s significance, he continues, "Alongside the 
incredible folks at Paradise, we’re building 
something that checks off all those boxes of what 
I need as an avid cinephile, but also as somebody 
who makes cinema and partakes in cinema."
 
Artistic integrity is central to Josh’s work and his 
experience as a viewer. "I am somebody who's 
always dreamed of having a space where I can 
watch movies with the right aspect ratio, with the 
way the sound was intended to be heard." He 
asserts, "I want to see it the way it was intended… 
I don't want to compromise the visuals. I don't 
want to compromise the sound. And it's why I'm so 
excited about working with Kaleidescape, because 
you honor the vision. You work towards preserving 
the experience we had in the theater so that 
nothing's lost in translation along the way. And I 
think that's really valuable."
 
In typically humorous Gad fashion, Josh quips, "I'm 
building a theater that happens to have a home 
around it. My wife is building a home that 
happens to have a theater." 

JOSH GAD

2020 Winner Blimp Award: Favorite Male Voice from an 
Animated Movie, Frozen II, The Angry Birds Movie 2
2020 Winner Annie: Outstanding Achievement for Voice 
Acting in an Animated Feature Production, Frozen II as Olaf
Annie Awards: Kristen Bell, Idina Menzel, Josh Gad, and 
Jonathan Groff in Frozen II (2019)
Kids' Choice Awards, USA: Kristen Bell, Idina Menzel, Josh 
Gad, and Jonathan Groff in Frozen II (2019)

BONUS
CONTENT

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1265802/?ref_=nmawd
https://vimeo.com/1001675695
https://youtu.be/eTehDckdlGQ
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Like fine wine, there are always moments 
that shine in a movie, scenes that stand out 
in our AV sensory palate. For Frozen 2, we 
asked Gustavo Serafini, Co-founder of Pure 
Audio Video, to walk through the demo 
scenes in this movie to share some dealer 
“demo notes” and personal insights. The 
following scenes, available in the Frozen II 
movie scenes and song selections on 
Kaleidescape, are often used to showcase 
the latest AV gear, and private cinema 
designs ensuring the technology and 
engineering deliver the optimal cinematic 
experience.

 
The Wind Spirit 
00:31:24 - 00:32:39
 
Many animated movies are known for their 
incredible video quality and dynamic 
range. From punchy colors to deep blacks, 
the picture quality is amazing. While 
Frozen II features outstanding video, it is 
the dynamic range of its audio soundtrack 
that sets it above many animated movies. 
 
The wind spirit scene exemplifies the film’s 
audio and video artistry and quickly 
reveals Frozen II's capacity to thrill. The 
scene begins with Elsa, Anna, Olaf and 
Sven being swept into a giant tornado (i.e. 
the wind spirit). We immediately experience 
the visceral impact of a tornado as it 
captures our heroes inside. The perspective 
quickly shifts to inside the tornado where 
everyone is being tossed around. The sonic 
tapestry is masterfully balanced. The 
banter between Olaf and Anna is clear, as 
the music builds suspense, and the deep 
bass of the tornado envelops the audience 
just as it does the characters.  

Tasting
Notes

https://cinema-connoisseur.com/
https://www.pureaudiovideo.com/


©2019 Disney

As Elsa starts fighting the wind spirit (and 
frees her friends), everything intensifies. The 
music builds in intensity and volume, the deep 
bass of the  tornado becomes more powerful, 
with Elsa's ice magic serving as a 
counterpoint of high frequency clarity and 
power, ultimately leading to the freezing of 
the wind spirit. Notice how the high 
frequency, crystalline vibration of Elsa's magic 
slows down the whirlwind until the wind spirit 
freezes, and everything is still. 

The video in this scene shows off lower light 
details quite well. The wind spirit attacks in 
the evening, highlighting the red leaves on 
the ground, Anna's purple cape and Elsa's 
sparkling ice magic. The combined experience 
of such audio and video details transport us 
into the Frozen universe compellingly and oh 
so enjoyably. And, keeps us coming back for 
more! 

 



CINEMA SOMMELIER

©2021 20th Century Studios

There is so much detail to admire here, that 
it's worth rewatching this song multiple times. 
It begins with Elsa and Anna in their bedroom 
as the "fairy refrain" begins. Elsa sings as she 
walks through her palace. The saturation of 
the red wall panels is perfect amidst the low 
level candlelight. I have consistently 
experienced this level of finely tuned HDR 
rendering with our Barco Njord, Kaleidescape 
player, and Mad VR Envy, which analyzes 
every frame in real time and maximizes 
picture quality. The music is clear and slowly 
builds in intensity. As Elsa bursts open the 

Olaf’s Extensive Expiation 
00:34:53 - 00:36:17

Reminding us that cinematic artistry is not 
only thundering chaos and rumbling bass, soft 
audio effects and distinct dialogue clarity 
serve to draw us into both the scene and the 
story. An experience that is revealed in a well 
engineered theater and system driven by 
Kaleidescape lossless audio. Olaf takes center 
stage here as he explains the story of the 
heroes to the Nothuldra and Lieutenant 
Mattias. This scene reminds me of C3PO 
telling the Ewoks their story in Return of the 
Jedi, with more humor. Small details, like the 
sound of Olaf gliding over the ice or the 
almost slap-stick quality of the soundtrack, 
bring us into the scene to enjoy the retelling of 
the original Frozen.

Songs: Into the Unknown  00:16:36 & 
Show Yourself 01:02:40
 
Into the Unknown: The full palette of 
Frozen II is on display in this scene, making it 
my personal favorite! The vivid colors and 
shadow details as well as the tremendous 
dynamic range of the music and sound effects 
will thrill you and put your audio and video 
systems and your room’s engineering to the 
test!

CINEMA-CONNOISSEUR.COM  12
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door to her balcony, we feel the power of the 
orchestra across the front soundstage. The 
spirit’s refrain, sung back to her, hovers above 
our heads through the Atmos channels. As 
Elsa exits the castle, she starts embracing her 
powers, and we get the rare combination that 
makes such scenes memorable: The dancing 
interplay between beautiful video, grand 
orchestral music and dynamic sound effects. 
The clearest example is when Elsa's powers 
become like a fireworks show, culminating in 
the waking of the forest spirit, represented by 
hundreds of ice crystals that we hear 
shimmering all around us.  

“The gift of improv is something that I love and 
appreciate in all these films. And Frozen II is 
no exception. Lines that have now somehow 
become so quotable and iconic, like “Samantha, 
that was all me in a booth, just messing 
around.” So, you know, it was a really amazing 
experience.” 
 
- JOSH GAD

©2019 Disney

https://cinema-connoisseur.com/
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Show Yourself:

Another outstanding song from the Frozen II 
soundtrack, “Show Yourself,” distinguishes itself 
from “Into the Unknown” by focusing more on 
the vibrant colors and a choral crescendo 
which are both breathtakingly rendered on 
the Kaleidescape, thanks to the high dynamic 
range in the video and the creative use of 
Atmos to create a swirling chorus effect that 
acoustically recreates the dome Elsa is singing 
within. Music is the most powerful of all 
sounds and, for those of us who have explored 
what it means to be a human being in our 
journey of self-discovery, this song carries that 
deep emotional resonance of when we first 
understood and accepted who we are and 
recognized our capabilities. 

Elsa begins by singing softly, riding the Nokk 
(water spirit) across the lake at night. As she 
makes her way into an ice temple, the song 
picks up pace, and the video does as well. 
What began as a dark scene, where the only 
light sources are the gentle glow of the Nokk 
and Elsa's magic, slowly blossoms into bright 
and punchy colors within the ice walls of the 
temple. 

The climax of the song is choral, as Elsa sees 
her past and present in the temple and 
embraces everything that made her who she 
is. The sound designer has the chorus floating 
across the front of the screen and into the 
room, sonically bathing us in acceptance and 
joy of the human spirit, much like the colorful 
clouds of ice that Elsa swirls all around her. 
Songs like these, so masterfully executed and 
rendered, make cinematic art memorable and 
keep us loving film.      

CINEMA SOMMELIER
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“For me, the two sequences that I would show 
everybody immediately are ‘Into the Unknown’ 
and ‘Show Yourself.’ They're both songs that 
obviously showcase the incredible surround sound 
capabilities of an in-home theater. But visually, 
they're two of the most arresting sequences in the 
film. And each one has a different palette that I 
think can showcase color, scale and scope in a 
way that is saturation, that is going to really 
exemplify the power of a great projector, the 
power of all of these assets working together to 
create the perfect fusion of sound and picture.” 

- JOSH GAD

https://cinema-connoisseur.com/


“I was initially reluctant, terrified of a 
sequel to Frozen, primarily because it 
is very diƗcult, if not impossible, to 
point to a musical sequel. A sequel to 
an iconic musical that comes anywhere 
near the quality and caliber of the 
music in the original film. So that was 
my first sort of, ‘Boy, how are you 
going to square that,’ right? So, I was 
really curious how Bobby Lopez and 
Chris Anderson Lopez were going to 
tackle that. Not much to my surprise, 
they not only were able to achieve the 
unachievable but, in many ways, I go 
back to the songs from Frozen II and 
I think they are pound for pound. They 
are not only as good as the first 
movie's music, whether it's ‘Into the 
Unknown’ or ‘This Will All Make 
Sense’, ‘When I'm Older’ or ‘Some 
Things Never Changed.’ It may be a 
better soundtrack. I mean, the music 
of the original Frozen is incredible. 
Nothing will ever surpass ‘Let It Go.’ 
Maybe in any genre, it's just that 
performance, song. All of it's 
incredible. But in terms of hitting the 
mark, I think musically we hit the 
mark.” 

- JOSH GAD

CINEMA SOMMELIER

Every exceptional wine review brings a little 
something extra to the table, be it personal 
insights from the master winemaker or the 
team of vintners who helped produce their 
final product. The artistry that goes into 
moviemaking deserves the same recognition. 
In this section of the review, we reference “film 
vintners” to bring some added texture to what 
went into creating the artistic flavors of the 
film.

We asked Josh Gad, award-winning actor and 
the voice of Olaf in Frozen and Frozen II 
series, to provide some insights. 

Vintner’s 
View

Special thanks to our Contributors:

Kaleidescape - kaleidescape.com
The Ultimate Movie Platform. Kaleidescape is the only digital provider of movies with 
lossless audio and full reference video quality. Associate Producer of Cinema 
Sommelier Movie Review, Curator Notes, Body of Work
 
Gustavo Serafini - pureaudiovideo.com
Gustavo co-founded Pure Audio Video with his brother, Marcelo, out of a love for 
music and movies, which played a big part of their childhood growing up in Los 
Angeles. Tasting Notes
 
Josh Gad - Award-winning actor and the voice of Olaf in Frozen and Frozen II series.. 
Vintners View
 
Paradise Theater conceives, designs and engineers the world's finest private cinemas.

https://www.pureaudiovideo.com/
https://paradisetheater.tv/portfolio/
https://www.kaleidescape.com/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1265802/?ref_=nmawd
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To learn more about Paradise 
Theater's process for delivering 
extraordinary cinema experiences 
scan the QR Code or email us at 
info@paradisetheater.tv

A Viewpoint on Private Cinema Design 
and Engineering's impact 
on the cinematic experience 

The
Venue

Experiencing a truly remarkable vintage 
for the first time is an inimitable moment. 
One’s initial realization of these 
multisensory impacts can occur only once. 
It is vital that the environment is suitable 
and in no way detracts, allowing every 
nuanced pairing of the senses to thrill. 
Enjoying cinematic art is like that. 

Paradise Theater conceives, designs and 
engineers the finest private cinema 
environments. Works of artistic endeavor 
in their own right, the singular purpose of 
a Paradise Theater is to deliver that 
inimitable moment just as the artists 
intended for every moment of every film 
“decanted” within. An experience 
nonpareil that will inspire the connoisseur 
to repeat and share the pleasurable 
sensations again and again!

Paradise Theater's Process. 
Assuring the finest cinematic experience. Always.

Learn more:
www.ParadiseTheater.tv
info@ParadiseTheater.tv
(760) 434-9040

THE CINEMA 
CONNOISSEUR

A Paradise Theater Publication

"Alongside the incredible folks at Paradise, 
 we’re building something that checks off all  
 those boxes" -JOSH GAD
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